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Instructions  –  Fourth version
Phil (instructions221.doc)
In this study we are going to show you a number of short video clips of four different individuals moving. We are interested in what is in these sequences. What are they sequences of? In order to be as neutral as possible, we shall just  refer  to what might be in these sequences using the general term  units.
There will be two phases. First we are going to ask you to watch all the sequences on the computer screen. We will also show you how to use the simple controls on the video player. This phase is likely to take around ten minutes or so. In the second phase we shall ask you to work through each of the sequences in turn. In this phase you will you will be reminded about how to use the controls and how to record your units. This phase will obviously take more time than the first!. Please read through all of these instructions carefully now – they will be available to you throughout if you need to check something later. 

Phase 1: There are eight video-clips, and they last between half a minute and two minutes. All you need do in this phase is observe the individuals moving and get an overall feel for what is going on in the full set of material we have. There will be plenty of time in Phase 2 to look at each one more extensively.

Phase 2: This is where we want you to work in detail on what is in the sequences. We are not asking you to name, characterise or describe what is there. We are simply asking you to try to indicate at what points a unit starts and ends. It is entirely up to you to decide what a unit is. Of course, you may see the whole sequence as just one indivisible unit. If you do you are perfectly free to indicate this. But we would ask you to try to be more analytic than that. In other words, if you had to divide it up into units where would they be? In this phase you will go through each of the eight sequences in turn (though not in the same order as the first viewing). 

What you have available 1: Quicktime Video-player:
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The video player allows you to watch the sequence in real time, to pause the action, to move backwards and forwards by moving the playback head, or to move the sequence backwards and forwards frame by frame with the arrow keys on your keyboard – this last facility enables you to specify where units start and end with some precision. You can also see (in a separate window called Movie Info) the timecode (current time) for each frame. The Playback head  on the scroll bar also enables you to make a selection from the piece to play repeatedly if you want to do so. We will show you exactly how all this works before you start. 

What you have available 2: Response form and notebook.
You will be given a form to note down where your units start and finish. This (see illustration below)  consists of seven columns. The first six  columns come in pairs (A,B,C) with one column in each pair titled “Unit start/end” and the other titled “timecode.” The seventh column is titled “Note number.” 

 Video Sequence……Sheet no……   Respondent………………..    Date: /…../…./……

	A
	B
	C
	

	Unit start/end
	Timecode
	Unit start/end
	Timecode
	Unit start/end
	Timecode
	Note number

	1s
	00:00:00:13
	
	
	
	
	

	1e
	00:…………
	
	
	
	
	

	2s
	00:…………
	
	
	
	
	

	2e
	00:…………
	
	
	
	
	

	Etc….
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What to do: 

For each sequence you should first look at the whole sequence by playing it at normal speed. You can then play it again either at normal speed or pausing, reversing or going forward, just like on a video recorder. You should then, on the third run-through, try to mark your units on the response form.  When you do this, obviously you can start and stop the sequence and move it backwards and forwards wherever and whenever  you need to. All you need to do is note the unit number in the first column first column together with an “s” to indicate a unit start or an “e” to indicate a unit end. In the second column, write down the time code for the start or end. The next unit may start immediately at the same point that the previous one ends or it may start later. 

There may be some units whose start or end is not easy to identify exactly. If this arises, just try to indicate the best point. (You can make a comment by writing a note number in the seventh column and then entering the same number in you notebook followed by a comment such as "difficult to identify end – column A unit 2". Notes like this will help both you and us to understand what you were doing.)

What are Column pairs B and C there for?

There may not be just a single sequence; that is, there may be things happening at more than one "level".  All we mean is that you may see some units that are greater than or less than the units you mark in the column marked A. If you do see units at another level, their start or end may correspond to those marked in column A or they may not. That is, if you see more than one level of units, it may be that  shorter units make up a longer unit or it may be that the start or end of units at one level do not correspond to those at another level. We are not saying that there should be more than one level. There may or not be. However that is what column pairs B and C are for. If you want to mark other levels or types of unit you can do so in these extra columns – you should again number them 1, 2, 3 etc here – the columns will tell us that they belong to different types of units. All we ask is that you use each column for a particular type of unit –  don’t mix things you see as different types of unit in the same column. If you decide to use just one types of unit leave columns B and C blank. You will be provided with a supply of continuation sheets – and these should be numbered at the top.

Remember it is really important to understand that there are no "correct" or "wrong" answers, types of units, or  starts and ends -  we just want to know what you see as units in these sequences. Also don’t agonise over individual decisions, and we are happy for you to get the frame number to within a few frames – don’t spend ages worrying over the “exact” start/end point.  Try to work as fast as you feel comfortable with. If you want to comment on specific aspects of the sequence or indeed about anything in general, then make a note number in the seventh column and write the same note number with the substance of your comment in the notebook. Again there is no need to make notes or comments, that too is up to you.

Once you have finished going through identifying the units to the end of a particular sequence and entering them into the response sheet – play the whole sequence once more to make sure you are happy with what you have done.

After finishing the first sequence please work  through the other seven in the order in which they are given you – this will take time and you can take a break whenever you think you need one. If there are any problems we shall be happy to help out! Please do not discuss what you are doing with anybody else. We  are interested in what you see.

